[Inherited abnormalities of the epidermis caused by mutation of keratins].
The recent identification of keratin mutations as a cause of hereditary disorders of keratinization stresses the importance of an intact cytoskeleton of keratinocytes. Four disorders have reported to be caused by keratin mutations so far: epidermolysis bullosa simplex, bullous congenital ichthyosiform erythroderma, ichthyosis bullosa and epidermolytic palmoplantar hyperkeratosis. Molecular genetic diagnosis of keratin disorders is being introduced into the clinical routine and prenatal diagnosis is possible after 10 weeks of gestation.